Introduction

In Part II information on the infectious agents of mice and rats is presented
by using an organ system approach. This approach was chosen for pragmatic
reasons For most individuals (although not for erudite specialists) concerned
with the whole animal, it is easier to organize thoughts around organ system
presentations of clinical, pathological, etiological, and other data sets than
approaches such as taxonomic groupings of agents. We hasten to add,
however, that the organ system approach also has its disadvantages. Many
agents do not affect a single organ system by infection or disease expression.
Thus, final decisions in deciding groupings sometimes became very arbitrary.

Within the organ system groupings, information on each agent is presented,
as much as is feasible, in a standard outline format. The intent has been to
provide objective, reliable data applicable to contemporary rodent populations.
Data collected 20 or more years ago often are out of date and misleading
(except possibly for those few stocks that have never been redenved by
cesarean section).

The standard outlines for information on each agent include subheadings
with the following definitions and contents:

Significance. An overall appraisal of the real or potential importance of
each agent as a research complication for the general biomedical community
that uses the host species (mouse or rat). In instances where an agent poses
nsks unique to research results in one or more specialized disciplines, this
is emphasized.
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